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Public and territorial innovation at the heart of the
World Al Cannes Festival 2026 : launch of the Al
Summit of Elected Officials and the PublicTech Zone.

The World Al Cannes Festival (WAICF) returns for its 5th edition on February
12-13, 2026, at the Palais des Festivals in Cannes.

With more than 10,000 participants expected, 320 leading speakers, and 220
exhibitors, this new edition marks a major milestone for the WAICF and confirms its
position as a flagship innovation platform for all players in the European Al
ecosystem.

Organized in partnership with EuroplA, the City of Cannes, and the Alpes-Maritimes
Department, the festival reflects the growing adoption of Al within the public sector.
In line with the national “Osez I'l|A” plan, the WAICF is on track to become the
benchmark platform for innovation at the heart of local public policies.
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As such, the Al Summit of Elected Officials, the first national event dedicated to
discussions on the role of Al, will bring together more than 150 elected representatives
and decision-makers committed to the digital transformation of local territories.

In addition, this year the WAICF is inaugurating the PublicTech Zone, a new exhibition

and demonstration area at the heart of the festival, designed to foster connections
betveen local representatives, companies, and innovators.

Al Summit of Elected Officials: the national institutional event

On February 12, public-sector decision-makers, technology companies, and French
startups will come together to discuss, in practical terms, the major challenges related
to Artificial Intelligence.

“The fact that this Al Summit of Elected Officials is being held in Cannes, where we
created and established the WAICF, now a global event, is both obvious and a source
of pride. The Atrtificial Intelligence revolution is underway and still in its infancy. It is
essential that we learn to harness this technology, and soon quantum technology as
well, so that local authorities can turn it into a tool for efficiency in the service of users.
In Cannes, within the municipal services, we deploy Al as a modality whose purpose is
to deliver the best possible public service at the lowest possible cost. Ultimately, this
should translate into faster, cheaper, higher-quality, and more fulfilling work for our
staff.”

David Lisnard, Mayor of Cannes and President of the AMF

“I am delighted that the Alpes-Maritimes Department is both a land of Al and the host
of the very first edition of the Al Summit of Mayors and Department Presidents. The
creation of this network perfectly embodies the new chapter of our digital transition
policy, the SMART Deal, reflecting our ambition to become an ‘intelligent local
authority’ capable of fully integrating Al in an ethical and sustainable way across all our
public policies.”

Charles Ange Ginésy, President of the Alpes-Maritimes Departmental Council

“With the Al Summit of Elected Officials held at WAICF 2026, we are taking a decisive
step toward giving Local Authorities the means to fully enter the era of artificial
intelligence. Local elected officials have a crucial role to play in this transformation, as
they are the primary architects of everyday public service.

The creation of the Public Tech Pavilion reflects our shared ambition to open an
unprecedented space where public innovation, technology, and the common good
meet. It will be a place for experimentation, concrete solutions, and real-world
feedback, serving those who govern and shape our territories.

Our ambition is clear: to make France a country where local authorities master Al, use it
with confidence and responsibility, and become drivers of innovation rather than mere
spectators. WAICF 2026 will offer our elected officials a unique environment to learn,
share, inspire, and build together an artificial intelligence that is truly useful, sovereign,
and serving the public.”

Francois Sauvadet, President of the ADF

2/4



FEBRUARY
12-135, 2026

CANNES, FRANCE

WORLD .-!\DTIF'IL,I»-'-\L INTELLIGENCE CAMMES FESTIVAL

The Summit of Elected Officials and Local Authorities will gather:

e David Lisnard, Mayor of Cannes and President of the AMF

e Charles Ange Ginésy, President of the Alpes-Maritimes Department and Member of
the ADF’s Digital and Innovation Commission

e Francois Sauvadet, President of the Assembly of French Departments (ADF)

Key Themes:

Al and Public Policy: governance, transparency, ethics

Modernization of Public Services through Data

Digital Sovereignty and Local Infrastructure

Al Experiments in Local Territories: health, mobility, climate, education, security,
culture

PublicTech Zone : a new hub for local innovation

Entirely new, this exhibition and demonstration area, following the Summit, is
dedicated to public and territorial innovation.

It will allow national institutional actors (AMF, ADF) and elected officials to discover
solutions for local authorities from 20 startups and SMEs, including predictive Al,
citizen assistants, energy management, education, public health, and more.

On the agenda: pitches, practical case studies based on local authority experiences,
and technical demonstrations will punctuate the two days of the exhibition.
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The First Confirmed Speakers

WAICF 2026 will welcome on stage :

Yann LeCun, VP & Chief Al Scientist, Meta

Wendi Whitmore, Chief Security Officer, Palo Alto Networks

Brice Van de Walle, Executive Vice President, Core Payments Europe, Mastercard
E.M. Lewis-Jong, Founder & VP, Mozilla Data Collective — Mozilla Foundation

Rod Evans, Vice President for Supercomputing, HER Cloud & Al for EMEA, NVIDIA
Eric Salobir, President of the Executive Committee, Human Technology Foundation
Francesca Rossi, Fellow & Al Ethics Global Leader, IBM

leshika Chandra, Manager Data Science, Walmart

Andreas Schleicher, Director for Education and Skills, OECD

Boris Gamazaychikov, Head of Al Sustainability, Salesforce

Speakers and Conferences

View the Conference Program

View the List of the First Announced Speakers

Press Pre-Registration

Pre-Registration Form

Please fill out this form. We will review your request as soon as possible and provide
you with the accreditation form.

Press Area

About WAICF :

Created in 2022, the World Al Cannes Festival is a major European event dedicated to
artificial intelligence. Each year, it brings together the global Al ecosystem to explore
innovations, discuss ethical and economic challenges, and create opportunities for
large-scale collaboration.

Organized by RX France, in partnership with EuroplA, the City of Cannes, and the Alpes-
Maritimes Department.
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